Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a pre-Happy New Year to you!  2004 will go down as a year, yet again filled with key events from others in the Garrett family, myself excluded.  While I was a mere participate in most of the major Garrett events this past season, I did have a few minor activities that blipped up on the radar of actually living a life.

Let’s get a few of the minor details out of the way first.  I’m still gainfully employed at the Denver Newspaper Agency, still working on computers as they break and I’m still living in Westminster in the townhouse I’ve been in the past 6 years.  

Laurie is continuing to put up with me and we are very happy in our relationship.  We’ve taken several relaxing trips to Keystone this year and as evident by the cover of this letter have even gone hiking with the other female in my life – Abby.  One trip to Keystone involved mountain biking down from the top of Keystone.  Trust me – going up doesn’t excite me in the slightest.  So I figured going down would be a piece of cake.  Wrong!  It took Laurie and myself nearly 3 hours of almost constant riding to reach the bottom of the hill once we disembarked from the gondola ride up to the top.  I highly recommend the trip – but book the hot tub ahead of time, trust me on this one.

Abby has grown into a wonderful dog, listens for the most part and continues to enjoy her playtime at doggie daycare.  She sits very well, however she does have a serious case of what I call “hot butt” – as in, she’ll sit, but she prefers to stand.  Laurie has been an extremely generous soul with her time in helping to take care of Abby.  The routine generally goes – I’ll drop Abby off at doggie daycare in the morning and Laurie picks her up at night while I’m at work.  I couldn’t do it without her (Laurie that is)!

At the time of this writing I anticipate it to be the last edition of the Brian and Abby show.  Why?  Well, you know those corporate mergers that always go on, relationships change and evolve – well I’m certain that next year there may be a merger (or at least an declaration of one) of sorts with Laurie and myself.  NO ANNOUCEMENTS YET!  Geesh – settle down, it’ll happen soon enough.  All right?  OK Good – now that we got that part out of the way I can move on with things.

I did attend a wedding this year however.  You may or may not have noticed there was no Grilled Pizza Party this year at my homestead.  The general timing of the annual event created a bit of a conflict with the chef’s wedding.  Joel and Christine tied the knot on September 25th.  It was in the typical Joel and Christine style, simple, to the point and very nicely done.  The reception was in the Joel and Christine traditional fare with all of the sweets being homemade.  A dark cake, a light cake and more Hershey kisses than I’ve eaten all year (and believe me – that’s a LOT!)

So if we’ve got a wedding already in the year, why not have a baby, or, more to the point ANOTHER baby.  I’m now a happy uncle of two nephews by my sister Mary and her husband Nige.  Nathan Hoyland dropped in on us (or more appropriately them) in early August.  Mom was able to make the journey across the pond to London to see Nathan very shortly after the birth and was there for about three weeks.  After the three weeks were up she helped Mary to travel back here to Colorado with John and Nathan in tow where they remained until the first part of October.  Nige arrived here a few days before Joel and Christine’s wedding and then helped take the crew back to the UK.  Rumor has it that Mary, John and Nathan will be heading over in February for another visit.  

And then we arrive at the end of the year.  Laurie and I are kicking off the New Year by currently planning a week’s visit out to the San Francisco bay area in January for a “working vacation”.  “Working” because I’m going to be attending the MacWorld Expo and “vacation” just so Laurie will believe that I won’t be glued to the all the fancy new Mac computers the entire time I’m out there.  But don’t tell her that – k?

In closing I want to extend the very warmest of wishes to you all.  I know I (we – Laurie and myself) haven’t gotten to spend nearly enough if any time with all of you.  It doesn’t mean you’re forgotten or any less important to us.  I definitely would like to make a point to get together with each of you over the course of 2005, even if it’s just coming over for a movie night, playing cards or for dinner.  In the meantime I wish you the happiest of holidays and a prosperous New Year!

Brian Garrett
